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Office Action Summary 

JOSB V. VyllOII ^ | | 

- The MAILING DATE of this communicate a ppears on the cover sheet with the corresponoence access - 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

. If NO period for reply is specified above the max mum to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I) 13 Responsive to communication® filed on 06-24-02, 11-27-02 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Sincethisapplicationisinconditionforallowancee^ 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) B Claim(s) 14-39 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) B Claim(s) 14-39 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0)D The drawing® filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

I I) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 

„ t ...^o,, 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) . 6) U Other. . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office «Minn c„mmarv Pa rt of Paper No. 6 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) Office Action Summary 
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Application/Control Number: 09/954,604 

Art Unit: 3637 

DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

5 is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §102 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

Iri the invention was described in- . another tiled in the United States 

?n pplication for patent, published <^^^mZ«M application "led uner the 
before the invention by the applrcan for P^J£^£ m subse ction of a national app ication 

fa a patent granted on an application for P aten1 by ; anoin ^ jr ^ y ^ d 

the treaty defined in section 351 (a). 

Caims 14-18, 23-29, 34-39 are rounder 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipatedbyBredaleta, Th e patent ,o Breda, et a, teac.es s™ as claimed 

shape section), the legs positioned at a corner (side). 

C/a/m Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

, Jm nf 3 c ij S C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
The following is a quotation of 35 u.o.u. i 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a)A pa te n, m a,notbeob tei ned,hou^ 

S* in section 102 of this title, '^^^^^Zu have been obvious at the time the 
*e prior art are such that the artto which said subject matter pertarns. 



Application/Control Number: 09/954,604 
Art Unit: 3637 

ThefactualinquiriessetforthinGrahamv. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 
USPQ 459(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

obviousness or nonobviousness. 
Claims 19-22, 30-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
overBredaletal in view of Elder etal. The paten, to Bredale.al teaches structure 
substantially as claimed as discussed above including foot members, the only difference 

beingthatthereisnotanon-peripheralfootmember. However, the patent to Elder et al 
teaches the use ofanon peripheral fool member to provide additional support and 
rigidity to be old. It would have been obvious and well within the level of ordinary skill in 
the art a. the time of the invention was madeto modify the structure of Bredal etal to 
include an additiona, foot member to provide support, as taught by Elder etal since 
such structures are conventional alternative members used for the same intended 
purpose, thereby providing structure as claimed. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The patents to Constantino et al, Brown e. a, teach structure 

similar to applicant's. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims have been considered but are moo. 

in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JoseV. Chen whose telephone number is (703)308- 
3229 The examiner can normally be reached on m-f,m-.h 5:30am-3:00pm. 

Attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on (703)308-2168. Thefax phone numbers for 
^organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703)872-9326 for 
regular communications and (703)872-9327 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding shouldbe directed to the receptionist^ telephone number is (703)308- 
2168. 




Jode V. Chen 
, Primary Examiner 
/ Art Unit 3637 



Chen/jvc 

February 26, 2003 



